
Pikey’s Progress:  The Club re-opens, the cricket season starts and remembering Kirk 

	The Prime Minister was pretty clear – Step 2 in the process in the roadmap out of lockdown allowed outdoor hospitality to reopen, along with indoor leisure and gyms, hairdressers and beauticians, and non essential retail shops,  whilst domestic overnight stays for one household were allowed as from April 12th 
	The great day arrived so Mr Johnson went and had a haircut, although nobody noticed and, as far as overnight stays are concerned, no-one ever knows where ‘Bojo’ will be sleeping, least of all his ex wives and current fiancé 
	As far as Old Wilsonians were concerned the reopening of outdoor hospitality was the news they had all been waiting to hear,  and seats were booked as people eagerly sought to enjoy some of the hospitality that only the OWs can provide 
	The question,  ‘Should I leave the car at home in order to enjoy a social drink for the first time in months’ was virtually rhetorical, a no brainer as participants were eager to partake of the amber liquid and obey the law at the same time as members gathered to celebrate their new found freedom 
	The talk was of ……..  well, irrelevant, really, the very fact that this was possible was all that mattered and, as the evening progressed, most people were talking gibberish  anyway and everyone went home happy after seeing old friends and making a few new ones 
	The following morning the gardening club met again for the first time in a couple of months and head gardener Bill Hartley, who had also been there the   night before, informed us that he had recruited a new gardener during the evening’s festivities, namely Derek Seston, an announcement that has been subsequently  confirmed  to prove that it was not just the drink talking – welcome, Derek
	By the end of the week £1,700 had been taken over the Bar and it looked as if things were returning to some sort of normality 
	Saturday saw the first day of the  OW cricket season - organised sports had been allowed as from March 29th with the OWFC  back in action on that  day – and  a visit to Catford Wanderers saw the OWCC playing for the first time this year 
	On arrival the ground appeared to be a fortress as I could not find a gate that was open. Eventually I approached a man who appeared to be one of authority and he asked me where I was from 
	“Old Wilsonians, ” I confessed 
	“I’m sorry, but we are not allowing any supporters today because of the restrictions; crowds are not allowed”, he explained 
	“But I’m the OWs new opening bowler and have been known to bowl at over 100 mph”
	He looked at me in a way that implied  he did not believe my claim, so I had to confess that I had come to score,  and on hearing this news  he not only let me in but ushered me to a table and said “The lady there is also scoring, ” and she turned out to be Jane Abbett 
“I’m scoring for Catford Wanderers “ Jane  confided 
	Shortly after the game started several tennis players had finished their games and were somewhat intrigued by the cricket taking place in front of them 
	“I understand that games can go on for five days” inquired one 
	“Only Test matches”, corrected another, who seemed more au fait with the game 
	“Is this a Test match,” asked the inquirer 
	“No; they are international games; Catford Wanderers v Old Wilsonians is not classified as an International” 
	To read a full report of the game you will have to see the cricket newsletter  - go on; you know you want to - but save to say we lost an entertaining game by just one wicket in a contest  which  enabled everyone to get  a good work out,  and we did have some supporters, although they had to claim they were either coaches or umpire assessors in order to gain  access 
	Sunday saw the second instalment of ‘The Kirk Benjamin  Memorial Trophy’ as Old Wilsonians Super Vets took on Arts Network,  not just to remember the much missed Kirk,  but also to raise funds for the charity which helps those with severe and enduring mental health needs and, of course, to remind everyone of the work needed to combat this cruel illness and the need to support those who suffer in this way 
	Kirk used to play in these games and after his tragic death it only seemed right and proper that the game should be played in his memory, so a trophy was purchased and was first played for last October, resulting in a  4-2 victory for  the Super Vets, who were determined to retain this Cup; well, they are not likely to win any other! 
	It was a perfect Spring morning and the game attracted a large crowd  -  think that is legal and they did abide by the rules and regulations  – and we were so pleased to see Kirk’s Mum, Pauline, wife Sophie and one of their daughters in attendance 
	For the first 20 minutes or so the Arts Network game plan worked perfectly to such an extent that they  took a well-deserved two goal lead,  but as the half wore on the OWs started to get back into the game and NICK BILLING reduced the arrears with a well placed header whilst guest ‘NICK’  equalised just before half-time and our eldest team  then went on to score three more in the second half,  a sublime chip from DAN HARRIS, a tap-in from MARK MACE  - the OW President always scores in this game -  and a header from DOUG SMART that will not be a ‘goal of the season’ contender 
	After the game Sophie and Pauline presented the trophy to Mark Pope, the OW skipper, and  Sophie said a few moving words of how much the family appreciated the way in which the Club continues to preserve Kirk’s memory 
	It so happened  that the weekend marked the 25th anniversary of a 6th Xl game Kirk played in against Old Meadonians, the report of which contained the following:
“We fought on and an excellent run down the right and cross from John Mole was met by KIRK BENJAMIN rising like a salmon at the far post” 
	There you go, Doug; that’s how it’s done; you’re not supposed to stand in the six yard box and just hope the ball hits you on the head, you’re supposed to make some sort of an effort 
	This was an excellent game,  played in an excellent spirit in the true ethos of Super Vets and Old Wilsonian football and raised £300 for Arts Network - every player, on both sides, donated his match fee, whilst there were also additional contributions  - with  another £300 promised via Doug Forbes’s  sponsored runs – if you have not already done so then please  sponsor Doug  - which is also helping, ‘Mind’, ‘The Samaritans’ and a local Council project and,  most important of all, making people aware of  mental health issues in the process
	The OWS have always been concerned about the mental health of its members – and mental health per se – and this game illustrated the fact perfectly 
	Thanks to everyone who played and turned up to support, to Mick Pilgrim for refereeing and to Jasper  for doing the catering as the two teams mingled after a hard fought and enjoyable fixture to conclude the truncated 20/21 senior  football season at Hayes 
	 Arts Network only play two games a year and it is always against our Super Vets, and we look forward to seeing them again in October for their first encounter of the 21/22 season  
	
